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* InTyne & Wear 37,563 people, 7.5% of the labour force, claimed unemployment benefits (Table 2).

Claimant unemployment count statistics for current (2004) wards are provided in Appendix 1 (with maps on pages
2-4) (Note: these tables and maps use new, 2007, denominators).

e In the month to December, the unadjusted claimant count rose in Tyne & Wear by +382, (+1.0%), and
regionally by +983 (+1.2%), but fell in the UK by -2,441 (-0.2%) (Table 2). The claimant count fell in
Sunderland (-61, -0.6%), but rose in the other four districts. The fastest rise was in South Tyneside (+188,
+2.9%).

e The unadjusted claimant count, compared to a year ago, is higher (by at least 22%) locally, regionally and
in the UK. Compared to a year ago, the claimant count is +25.0% (+7,521) higher in Tyne & Wear, +26.7%
higher in the North East and +35.9% higher in the UK. The claimant count rose in all districts in Tyne & Wear,
compared to a year ago. The fastest rise was in Sunderland (+2,276, +28.5%) and the slowest in Newcastle
(+1,575 +22.0%). (Table 2).

e NOTE: In the UK, the seasonally adjusted (s.a.) claimant count fell by -15,200 in December 2009 (down -
0.9%). This is the second consecutive monthly fall in the claimant count and the largest monthly fall since April
2007. The UK claimant count was 1.61 million, a rate of 5.0%. (The claimant count measures the number of
people claiming Jobseekers Allowance.) From a year ago, the UK s.a. claimant count is 430,700 higher (up
36.6%). In late 2009, the UK claimant count monthly rise slowed to 12,900 in October then fell by -6,300 in
November 2009. (Table 1).

e The North East seasonally adjusted claimant count fell 500 to 86,900 in December, up 18,700 over the
year (Table 1). The North East has the highest regional rate in the UK (7.2%), with the West Midlands second
(6.5%). The South West had the lowest regional rate (3.4%). The claimant count rate remained stable in all
Government Office Regions in the month to December, except the North West, West Midlands, East and South
West, all down -0.1% (All seasonally adjusted).
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Labour Force Survey (LFS) estimates, particularly for the North East and Tyne & Wear, are subject to sampling
variability*. The following therefore gives the probable direction of change:

Over the year to November 2009, the LFS indicates that the trend in the employment rate is down, -1.4 percentage
points on the year at 69.0%. The unemployment rate in the quarter to November 2009 was 9.8%, up 1.6pp on a
year earlier.

UK unemployment fell by 7,000 in the 3 months to November 2009 (but note this estimate is accurate only to +/-
82,000). The unemployment rate in the 3 months to November 2009 was unchanged at 7.8%, up 1.6pp from a year
earlier. This is [statistically] significantly higher than a year ago. The LFS shows a fall in the number of people in
employment (down 14,000 over the quarter to November 2009) but the employment rate was 72.4%. This is the
lowest since the winter of 1996-97 and is down 0.1 percentage points on the quarter. The number of workforce jobs
in the UK was down in September 2009 by 649,000 on a year earlier (a fall of about -2.1%). (The sector with the
largest quarterly fall was construction, down 67,000).
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12-month averages from the APS, rather than 3-month averages, give more robust unemployment rates. For the 12
months to June 2009, TW'’s estimated unemployment was 49,400 or 9.5% (unadjusted) (Table 5).
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Mote: Rates are the number of unemployed as a percentage
of the estimated labour force (the economically active
population), at mid-2007 (TWR| ests. based on ONS
population estimates).

Source: Office for National Statistics, Tyne & Year Research
and Information. Mapped by TWRI, @ Crown Copyright,
2003, Allrights reserved (Tyne & Wear Research and
Infarmation) (Licence Mo 10002937 (January 2010).
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