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Chorographia or a Survey of Newcastle Upon 
 

horographia was published by William Gray, a city burgess (roughly 
equivalent to a modern councillor) in 1649, shortly after the end of 
the Civil War.  It is a mixture of the history of Newcastle, a guide 

book and rather risky political opinions for the time. Let’s have a look at a 
few extracts: 
 
Activity 1 
Look at Source 1 The frontispiece of Chorographia 
 
 

 
 Search the Newcastle City 

website to find out what the 
Latin motto Fortiter Defendit 
Triumphans  means.  

 
 Who gave this motto to the City 

and roughly when? Where can 
you go and see the earliest 
example of the Castles ‘logo’? 

 
 Why do you think it was 

controversial of Gray to use the new 
motto in his book?  

 
 Can you design a modern logo 

for Newcastle, but remain in sympathy 
with the Castle and Latin motto themes 

– strength, bravery, fortitude etc.  Use the design template to help 
you or start with a blank sheet of paper.      
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Activity 2.   
Read Gray’s description of the City Walls in Sources 2a, 2b and 2c. 

 
 What does Gray have to say about the Scots? How is he using 

history to comment on recent events in the Civil War?  
 

 
 Read Gray’s descriptions of the seven main gates.  Although 

Chorographia is not always historically accurate it is one of the 
oldest accounts of the City. Why would this still be useful to a 
city guide conducting walking tours of Newcastle today?  Use 
the table to help you answer this question. 

 
 
Gate Key Information Useful because 
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Activity 3 
Read the story of the lost ring in Gray’s description of the Bridges of 
Newcastle in Source 3.  
 
 

 
 
 

  Look up lost ring found in 
fish or similar search 
terms in Google. Based on 
your research, do you 
think the tale is true or a 
retelling of an old folk 
tale? Explain your 
answer. 


